Guidelines for Demonstration

MayaWest Writing Project
1. Introduce yourself

a. Where you teach

b. What you teach

c. How long you have been teaching

d. Description of your classroom

e. Description of your school

f. Description of your community

2. Describe your approach, strategy, or method

a. Your philosophy about facilitating writing in your classroom

b. Brief description of the approach, strategy, or method you use (note: do not attempt to describe what you do throughout the year or semester; focus on a “snapshot” of your classroom—a few days)

c. Brief description of what happens in your classroom in ONE day within the time that you use the approach, strategy, or method

3. Connect your approach, strategy or method to current research

a. Explain learning theory that supports your theory

b. Cite seminal works of leaders in the field of your topic

c. Cite contemporary works that support your approach, strategy or method

4. Guide audience through the procedures

a. Tell audience that they will be your students and that you will take the role of teacher as well as presenter

b. Conduct the approach, strategy or method as you would in your classroom

c. Be sure that audience has plenty of time to WRITE

5. Invite audience to author’s chair

6. Show student work produced when you used the approach, strategy or method in your classroom

7. Ask audience what they think about the approach, strategy or method and how they may use it or adapt it for use in their classrooms

